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Minute taker: Noel Kelly 
Location: The Conference Room
Time: 11.00-12:30am 

SIPRI - Armament and Disarmament cluster meeting
Solna, 15 March 2018

MINUTES 

Participants
Sibylle Bauer, Gary Milante, Mark Bromley, Vitaly Fedchenko, Aude Fleurant, Pieter Wezeman, Petr Topychkanov, Alexandra Kuimova, Joey Fox, Shannon Kile, Tytti Erästö, Nan Tian, Giovanna Maletta, Ekaterina Klimenko, Anna Regner

Agenda for A&D cluster meeting, March 15 at 11:00am
· Feedback to Editorial - discussion on SIPRI publications 
· Stockholm Forum on Peace and Development, 7-9 May
· Baltic Security Conference 2018, 11-12 June
· Stockholm Security Conference 2018, 19-20 September TBC
· Report back from SMT – further info – UD extra project money
· Update on EU Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Consortium 
· Report back from Programme Heads on recent and upcoming activities
· Wallenburg Foundation grant proposal –status
· Fundraising/Budgeting workshop  - new date?
· Internships
· Date of next meeting













Feedback to Editorial - discussion on SIPRI publications (see attachment and email message under) 

· Joey gave an overview of SIPRI publications and referenced the document already circulated to the cluster containing a publications overview at SIPRI. The Editorial & Publications department would like to make sure that SIPRI has on the menu of publication options available what researchers can actually offer in reality to potential funders. The cluster was asked for feedback about our publications options and it was discussed.  

· Material related to workshops, conferences, programmes, agendas, logistics information, conference reports are branded separately and follow their own visual identity and don’t follow a template. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]The Editors provide a helpdesk service and can help with emails, letters, grant applications, summaries, etc. 

· Editorial & Publications wanted to assess if the printed material that people are looking to provide to funders are covered by the options proposed? 

· Research reports can be made available for free as PDFs on the website. Monographs and YBs can be made available as PDFs after 2-3 years. 

· Information on publications types and costs are available on the SPRI intranet. http://intranet.sipri.org/support/editorial/publication-types/

· On external collaboration - with regards publication types and to ensure SIPRI doesn’t promise what we can’t deliver - check with the Editors first. 

· Joey made the point that apart from SIPRI Fact Sheets based on our databases –everything should be externally reviewed. 


Stockholm Forum on Peace and Development: Politics of Peace, 7-9 May
Gary reported–  

· Gary has circulated an overview document that includes brief information on what the forum is and includes information on 21 sessions that are currently being planned for. These are roundtable discussions held over 2 days with the theme this year being the Politics of Peace. 

The 3 main takeaways:
· May 7:  Open Day – this will be the “public” part of the Forum, open to anyone in Stockholm interested in issues related to peace and development – all SIPRI staff are welcomed to join any part of the day on May 7 – schedule of events forthcoming.
 
· Special Note on Featured Initiatives at the Open Day:  There will be a “fair” in the afternoon of the Open Day (May 7, roughly 13h – 15h) with an opportunity for anyone to promote their current research activities. There will be a SIPRI table to feature any/all relevant publications and our databases. Staff are encouraged to join for both the promotion part (being near the table, answering questions, networking with Stockholm community of peacebuilders) and the fair part (visiting other tables and learning about other research and practice initiatives you might be interested in). 
 
· May 8 – 9:  The Forum (invitation only):  SIPRI staff are welcomed space permitting.  If you’re already organizing a Session, then you’re invited!  If you want to help out with the Forum and get access, please speak to Kate, we always need volunteers.  If you want to attend as a participant, then please look out for a registration link in a few weeks, but please be prepared to work with us on limited space – we may need to waitlist people depending on volume of registrations.    

Registration
· A registration link will be sent out soon and we are requested to be patient as there is some sorting out needed and a response will come in due course. Once things are a little bit further along with registration, we’ll be able to find out who is registered and get a print out. It was suggested we could possibly use this resource to organise a side meeting or conversations with persons of interest. If you have any further questions contact Kate or Gary for answers.

Baltic Security Conference 2018, 11-12 June
Katja reported –  

· This conference is being organised in conjunction with the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Sweden. It is titled: Managing Complexity: Addressing Societal Security Challenges in the Baltic Sea region. 

· The main focus is soft security issues. It is hoped to keep the discussion inclusive for all countries in the region. 
 
· It starts with a plenary session on evening of 11 June and a whole day conference on 12 June. Questions to be examined include, climate change as a broad challenge to the region and examining the climate adaptation strategies in the region. There are plans for six breakout sessions covering - epidemics, gender based violence (Gary’s team), nuclear security in the region (Vitaly), safe and secure cities (Ian), strengthening resilience against extremism (Ian), and arctic institutional cooperation (Katja). 

· It will be open for participation for all SIPRI staff. Once the registration is open Katja will send out the information and a save the date message. 
 




Stockholm Security Conference 2018, 19-20 September
Sibylle reported -

· The conference this year will be on the theme of emerging technologies. As with the Baltic Conference, it begins with an evening on the 19 September (Riksdag) and then a full day on the 20 September (Fotografiska). In terms of size, it will be smaller than last year with not more than 200 people in total participating. The theme will be similar to what we discussed at our away day, linking emerging technology trends to governance and challenges to arms control. We are still at the early stages with thinking about potential speakers.  

· A one-page concept note was drafted by SMT and Sibylle’s is turning this onto a 3-4-page concept note that is more detailed. The idea is to have some plenary sessions and then breakout sessions. Sibylle has already received a suggestion from the Conflict and Peace cluster through Jair, who would like to organise a session looking at peacekeeping and the role of new technologies. 

· The exact title of the conference is still to be defined but the agenda it is hoped will be focussed heavily on topics covered by our cluster issues. Of course we are open to suggestions from other clusters and we will have diversity in the audience. 

· One key approach identified is focussing on connections and overlaps and inter-linkage between technologies. Similar to work being done in the current Carnegie Project where you have artificial intelligence and nuclear weapons and what happens when the two intersect? The same with synthetic biology - what happens in Bio and the ICT sector? You have impacts because the two overlap or interact. You have the same with Chem-Bio convergence. These are key themes running throughout the conference and bringing together these different issues as well as different communities in which they are usually discussed is where we see the added value we can bring. 

· From this cluster, please do let Sibylle know of any ideas or suggestions and think further about funding. 

· There is the possibility to still fundraise for things that you will do and launch at the conference. We have the baseline funding to make the conference happen. We are now busy trying to generate additional funding through a variety of different means. One of these possibilities is to have partners to sponsor different sessions. Sibylle for example has had discussions with the German Foreign Ministry who would like to work with us on emerging technologies. Sibylle has advised the cluster to think similarly about finding potential partners, and to see it as an ideal opportunity to kick-start research ideas. 

· Once Sibylle has a draft of the concept she can send it around but we are welcomed to feed ideas in now. Mark suggested we use something similar to the proposal template Gary and his team circulated when looking for ideas and proposing panels with the Security and Development forum. This was accepted as a good idea going forward. 

· Joey suggested on the communications and publications angle, we think about possible pre-and post-conference output. Maybe draft papers beforehand and get them reviewed and discussed at the conference. 


Report back from SMT
Sibylle reporting - 

· The SMT minutes are available from the intranet.  

· Dan sent around an email about the forthcoming Conflict and Peace DOS interviews, reminding staff about presentations happening in-house by the candidates. 

· A request has come to SIPRI to brief the Foreign Affairs Committee in the Riksdag. The date selected is 17 May but the topic is not yet decided. They’ve been given 3 possible topics to choose from, climate change, nuclear non-proliferation or emerging technologies, so depending on what they choose some of us may need to be available. Sibylle will keep us informed. 

· On the UD money received last year  – we need to report back on how this money was spent. A six-page report has been requested and Sibylle has asked for feedback from cluster members involved – a paragraph is requested from all to help compile this information.  

· UD extra-project money - this was a 2-year proposal we put together so we were informed that there is a political decision taken that we receive what we requested. It still has to be a formalised decision and this hasn’t been processed yet. However, the cluster teams are reminded to look again at what they proposed, as this work will now have to be planned for and done. Jakob with Maria is looking at the budget and breaking this down by the various projects proposed and they will then speak to the Director of Studies. 

Update on EU Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Consortium 
Sibylle reporting - 

· Briefly on EU Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Consortium – the latest is the Council Decision was accepted on 28 February.  The contract is not signed yet but it is hoped this can be done by the end of his month but if not shortly after Easter. Then activity planning can start, including re-starting the non-proliferation and disarmament paper series and this is when we will start getting helpdesk requests on a range of things. We can’t be tasked with anything until the contract is signed.  


· SIPRI will have a coordinator function for the overall initiative. The events still have not been scheduled but there are already preliminary discussions about the EU consultative meeting. The possible date for that would be 2-3 or 3-4 July and that would only impact some of us but good we are aware.

· There will be ad hoc seminars and there is a budget for 3 per year. This may also be something (1 of them) that SIPRI may be asked to do. The arrangement made is that it is flexible, the External Action Service request a topic and then the Consortium decides on who the most appropriate institution is to (co-)organise it.   

·  Informal requests have been received about the publications that we do. We need to come up with good criteria on how we select the authors (an auditing consideration). Anybody that has written a paper before in the last 6o papers or so would be bottom of the list because the idea really is to find new authors and to reach out to new communities, natural sciences or involve researchers from countries that have not written before. Plus, geographical balance, gender balance, age balance are other criteria we need to factor in.

Report back from Programme Heads on recent and upcoming activities

AMEX
Aude reported- 

· AMEX next week will be holding an Arms Production Workshop on Thursday and Friday – 22-23 March. Elisabeth Sköns and Herbert Wulf will do the introduction, as they were fundamental in developing this database. What can we do with this legacy? How can we improve? As Elisabeth Sköns suggested, how do we achieve a more peace research orientated outcome? These are some of the questions this workshop will seek to address. 

· Alexandra has been awarded a grant funded by EuroMeSCo to write a policy brief on Russian arms transfers to the MENA region, due in either October or November. It is possible there may also be a follow up workshop in Italy but these details need to be discussed further. This project is coordinated by the Italian Institute for International Political studies (ISPI).

· The arms transfers data launch period has been busy and is being well covered by media.

· The Milex Database development is on going with a company called Systematic selected to carry out the work. The SMT will receive more information and a contract prepared. It is hoped this can start soon. 

· As a follow up part to the SIPRI milex data launch in May (2 May), Pieter will be travelling to the Stimpson Center in Washington the week after the actual launch and present both arms transfers data and milex data at an event there (10 May). 

DUAT
Mark reported –

Funding
· Is currently focussed working on funding applications and DUAT has sent two concept notes to the UK FCO. One would be more work on the ATT assistance-mapping database and the other is looking at a study of dual-use export controls in academia. They are waiting to hear back from them. 

· DUAT are also exploring options of follow on work to the project just finished on ITT (Intangible Technologies Transfers) project, funded by US EXBS.

· The most important work at the moment is finishing the two policy papers, a culmination of the EXBS project on ITT and hoping to get those out in the next month. 

· They are starting to work also on the UNSCAR funded project on expanding the ATT database to cover the Middle East and North Africa.

Events
· On 27 February, Mark was in Geneva to attend a UNODA meeting. It had been reported the UN Secretary General will announce a big initiative on arms control and disarmament. The SG will give a speech on this issue in the next weeks at a university and the UNODA has been tasked with coming up with ideas for what this could be. Mark participated in a brainstorming exercise organised by the UNODA with Ms Izumi Nakamitsu, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for Disarmament Affairs, and about 15-20 other NGOs working in either conventional or nuclear arms control issues represented. They were trying to pitch ideas about what this initiative could consist of.

In parallel, there is a consultation with various states (about 50) that had met in New York the previous week for their input. There was an emphasis on issues such as new technologies and trying to keep the nuclear ban treaty and NPT talking to each other. The meeting was held under Chatham House rules but if interested to know more then speak with Mark.

· On 22-23 March, Kolja is participating in the Exportkontrolltag (Annual German Export Control Conference). This event is organised by BAFA and the Centre for Foreign Trade Law at Muenster University. 

· On 8-10 April, Kolja will participate and present at the 8th Edition of the Chaudfontaine Group’s annual meeting in Chaudfontaine, Belgium. This year the meeting will focus on questions of export controls in academia (focus on ICP study and subsequent work on technology transfers).

· On 24 April, the Stanley Foundation has invited Kolja to participate in a workshop on Additive Manufacturing and Nuclear Non-proliferation: Shared Perspectives on Security Implications and Governance Options.


Arms Control, Disarmament and Non-Proliferation
Sibylle reporting -

· On 7 March, SIPRI held a nuclear disarmament brainstorming meeting with anybody working on nuclear issues in-house and associates meeting. The meeting was about what concrete nuclear disarmament measures could be taken forward. This will be written up as report funded by the Prefecture of Hiroshima. The report will be presented at a side event on 25 April at the NPT Prepcom jointly with the Prefecture and UNIDIR.  

· On 14 March, there was a brainstorming meeting at UD on nuclear disarmament issues between the SIPRI nuclear team and NIS. 

· On 8 March, Sibylle attended a small informal expert meeting on developments in science & technology: what impact on conventional weapons control? This was organised by Article 36 just outside London. It was mentioned to AMEX that there was somebody from DeepMind, a Google offshoot who have been using the SIPRI Top 100 AP Database providing advice to start-ups and others about whether to get involved with certain companies or not. They have questions about methodology and will possibly be contacting AMEX.  

· There seems to be a lot of thinking on technology issues at the moment, also at the UN as part of this SG initiative. There was a resolution sponsored by India at the First Committee and one by Mexico at the Second Committee during the last General Assembly also initiating a process on science and technology. There seems to be a lot of parallel processes going on which will be important for us to follow.  

· On 28 March, SIPRI is hosting the JCPOA event and invitations have been sent out. This is intended to be a media outreach event, really focussing on getting international and European media to follow via livestreaming, as we want to bring attention to a now precarious situation for this agreement. 

· On 17 May, we have scheduled the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism (GICNT) brainstorming workshop here in SIPRI. Those working on such issues should save the date. 

· On 22-23 May, Petr informed the cluster that SIPRI would host as part of the Carnegie Project a workshop event on artificial intelligence, autonomy and machine learning and the impact on strategic stability/nuclear risk. They are working on a list of participants and more than 50% have confirmed but they still have some slots. The team are still trying to get participants from China and Russia but there is no problem getting participants from India, Pakistan, Europe, Israel or United States. There are stable parts of the agenda and not so stable parts. Su Fei is helping to arrange this event here and Lora is helping with the next event in Beijing happening in September. 

Wallenberg Foundation – proposal update
· There are two proposals being brought forward from this cluster, with one from Sibylle, Mark and Vincent and the other from Nan. Lena wants budget information by 16 March. It needs to be submitted by the 1 April and that means it needs to be done before Easter. 

Internships
· DUAT want one intern for the rest of this year and AMEX want an intern from August at the earliest. Anna Regner is here until the summer with Arms Control, Disarmament and Non-Proliferation programme. There are EUNPDC paid internships available in the autumn but the team will need to look into this, as other institutes will want to use the opportunity too. However in summary, the A&D cluster will use all of their intern allocation during 2018.  

Fundraising/Budgeting workshop  
· The budgeting/fundraising workshop will now be held on Wednesday, 11 April, starting at 10:00AM. 

Next A&D cluster meeting 
· This will be held on Monday, 16 April, starting at 10:00AM. 
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