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Minute taker: Noel Kelly 
Location: The Conference Room

Time: 9.30-11:30am 
SIPRI - Armament and Disarmament cluster meeting
Solna, 6 December 2017

MINUTES

Participants
Sibylle Bauer, Mark Bromley, Aude Fleurant, Stephanie Blencker, Tarja Cronberg, Joey Fox, Shannon Kile, John Hart, Tytti Erästö, Nan Tian, Giovanna Maletta, Kate Sullivan, Noel Kelly, Johanna Trittenbach

Agenda 
· Report back on other recent and upcoming activities of cross-cluster relevance

· Update on on-going and future funding proposals and decisions

· Report back from Sibylle/SMT

· AOB

· Date of next meeting


Mark reported for DUAT 
· Mark was in Berlin last Monday for an event organised by the German Ministry of Economy about export controls and academic publishing. Mark chaired a panel at this event about regulatory issues. 

· Kolja is currently in Taiwan for a workshop - Strategic Trade Controls in the Asia-Pacific 5-6 December, Taipai


· Mark was in Milan for a conference about mass atrocity violence and speaking about SALW exports to non-state actors. Contact Mark if you would like to learn more about this. 


· Ambassador Klaus Korhonen, a former President of the Conference of States Parties to the Arms Trade Treaty visited SIPRI on November 29th. Some discussions were held about refocusing international attention on conventional arms control issues. Korhonen is seeking ideas from other NGOs not just SIPRI about what can be done in this area. Contact is ongoing. 

· Kolja and Sibylle’s MTCR paper on 3D printing has also come out as a SIPRI publication with positive feedback. 

Mark is finalising a paper funded by the Swedish MFA on “Export controls, human security and cyber-surveillance technology: Examining the proposed changes to the EU Dual-use Regulation”

· On December 19 – The EU’s Export Control Forum is on and both Mark and Sibylle are chairing panels. 

· All other DUAT work is about the ongoing organising of a workshop and related activities happening in February (1-2nd). The workshop is funded by the US State Department and the subject is intangible technology transfers. Logistics are being organised and the DUAT team are drafting two background papers that will be circulated to participants in advance of this meeting. 
Aude reported for AMEX
· On November 28th, Aude attended the Friends of Europe's annual security summit in Brussels. Aude was invited as a speaker to talk about security dynamics within Europe. 

· On December 4th, Aude was in Brussels attending at an event, titled: European Arms Industry Capturing R&D funding. This was organised by Transnational Institute, Corporate Europe Observatory and Statewatch. 
· Aude reported that Siemon and Alexandra are busy preparing for the SIPRI Black Sea Security Workshop (7-8 December). 

· Logistics for the SIPRI Arms Industry Workshop happening on 22-23 March 2018 are well underway. Invitations have been sent, with nearly all flights and hotel accommodation already booked for participants. The main objective AMEX are pursuing with this workshop is to find new ideas to present the data and find out what data experts really want. 

Nan reported further for AMEX

· Milex data collection and input are in final stages. Should be finished by latest mid-next week. Will then start data analysis and drafting of the YB chapter. Need to finish the 2nd round of RFQ for the milex database, will look to send out end of next week.


· Got comments back from reviewer of the SSA transparency paper, will sit down with Pieter and team to go over comments and make edits - this final version will only be ready to send to Joey in the new year, but we are still in time for the publication around February 2017.


· Everything is good to go for Arms Industry Data launch (e.g. factsheet, public database, press release), will do a final check of the public database Thursday/Friday. ATDB Top 100 is launched on Monday, December 11th. 

SIPRI Nuclear project work


· Shannon reported – most work is currently focussing on the Yearbook. The first draft of the chapter on nuclear arms control has been sent to the editors. 


· Tarja reported on her recent trip to Washington and did some interviewing in Congress with EU diplomats and other think tanks on the Iran nuclear deal. Congress needs to act within 10 days as Trump failed to certify. Among the take aways expressed was the European diplomatic community in Washington (E3 and EU Ambassadors) have done an excellent job with persuading members of Congress on the merits of the deal. If Congress does nothing it goes back to the President. 
· Tarja has written an article in the Non-Proliferation Review, published this coming January on the EU’s choice between rule based international order and the transatlantic link. Tarja will circulate this paper to the team. 


· Tytti reported – as well as travelling she is working on writing the JCPOA implementation chapter. Now finishing an essay with Tarja for the Yearbook. 

· In November Tytti was in Warsaw for a panel on Baltic Seas Security and was discussing the issue of missile defence. 


· Upcoming – on December 14th, Tytti will be a speaker at panel on nuclear disarmament at a symposium organised by the Policy and Operations Evaluation Department (IOB) of the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs.


Biological/Chemical project work


· John reported on attending the Meeting of States Parties to the Chemical Weapons Convention last week (W.48). Main take away, much of the discussion was dominated by Syria. They elected by consensus a new Director General but that had been pre-agreed. A lot of discussion was also given to implementation points. Further to this, John has promised to deliver an essay on the subject. 
SIPRI Emerging Technologies Project work
· Sibylle reported – as Vincent is now on parental leave and will return next September. 

· Vincent did a very successful side event at the GGE on LAWS (held on November 13-17) in Geneva. Vincent and Maikke’s report, Mapping the Development of Autonomy in Weapons Systems, was launched there and well received.

· The SIPRI work on emerging technologies continues, including with Lora’s Carnegie project. Vincent will do some work on a distance and Petr Topychkanov arriving in January will be involved too. A lot of the work we are doing in other programmes is also on emerging technologies, including for example the MTCR paper on 3D Printing and the ongoing work on ITT. It’s varied and crosscutting work in SIPRI, so not just one person or one project at SIPRI doing emerging technologies. 
Editorial 

· Joey requested the Editorial Department be kept in the loop about the upcoming SIPRI Arms Industry Workshop, as John Batho will attend. 


· Joey asked for further information on the EUNPC Conference for any planned report to be including in the editorial schedule. We have to produce a report but it’s unspecific at the moment. Once we know something more Sibylle will inform Joey. 

· Joey reminded A&D researchers to communicate any production schedule changes. Changes are fine if you communicate but problems occur if you not inform the Editors. If the Editors are not informed about schedule changes the planned publication will be removed from the SIPRI Editors planned production schedule. A new schedule will be reset and this could mean missing firm deadlines or the work being outsourced. This could affect the planned publication budgets too, especially if the work has to be outsourced. 


· Joey will be in touch with research staff soon to firm up deadlines for the Yearbook chapters. We were also reminded about the Yearbook review process. All participation is welcome and even if you cannot then let the Editors know. 

· Vincent was scheduled to do 2 pages on the GGE for Humanitarian Arms Control section. He may not be able to do this and Sibylle will give it some thought. 



SIPRI Communications 

· Stephanie is pleased with the events calendar initiative undertaken by the Cluster Coordinators. A&D research staff are encouraged to keep collaborating and keep communications in mind and importantly share information early. One calendar for key events next year is in development.
Sibylle – further updates

· The A&D away day is confirmed on the 11th January 2018, starting at 9:00AM. The venue is yet to be decided but more information will follow once details are sorted out. 


· In advance of this away day, Sibylle will circulate information about the Wallenberg Foundation so people can start thinking about ideas that we pitch to them.


· The Cluster Strategy – it is time to review this discussion and we will do so at our away day. 


· Calendar 2018 – Sibylle mentioned to Stephanie that now is a good time to go over the calendar for the New Year, looking at the major events happening in 2018. We should have a strategic approach – who is planning to be where? Several people may be thinking about going to events and we need to plan early and be made aware. Do we do side events? Is there funding? All questions to be kept in mind now as we plan. People are also reminded that if you are invited to events, to share the information early, and if one cannot attend pass the invitation to others if possible. 


· Publications were discussed by SMT about the different categories we currently have and the decision was to take it back to the clusters. This is another topic we can discuss at the away day. 


· NIS visit to SIPRI - it has been confirmed for January 16th that NIS from UD will visit SIPRI, as they do now every year. The agenda has yet to be determined but the meeting will be from 9:00-12 followed by a lunch, please book this date it in your calendar. This date is now booked in your common A&D cluster calendar (hope you have accepted the share!).


· The SIPRI Chair Jan Eliasson, has requested meetings with SIPRI staff when he visits. The plan is to meet with some different teams, as an entire cluster would be too large. This will be organised in due course.  

· SIPRI social event, the next wine and cheese evening will be organised by the A&D cluster on Friday, January 26th.  We need volunteers to help host - so don’t be shy! 

· There is a request to do a cluster fundraising and budgeting workshop – the date proposed is February 5th. 

· SIPRI will do a report on how we spent the UD money. Sibylle has requested from everybody involved in implementing the products a short summary of their work and this will be compiled.  It would be good to have this ready before NIS/UD visit. 


· It was mentioned that SMT discussed the Head of Project title used in SIPRI. It was agreed this title can be used internally and externally on business cards and for outreach to the media but it is not part of the formal titles in the SIPRI structure. Some projects were formally turned into programmes and Heads of these projects became programme directors. Dan informed all staff via an email. In our cluster, Mark is now the Programme Director for the Dual-Use and Arms Trade Control Programme. Sibylle, as well as Director of Studies, Armament and Disarmament, is now the Director of the SIPRI Arms Control, Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Programme.

· Attribution policy – SIPRI are currently developing one, and at some point in the very near future this will be formalized and shared with all staff. 

· Sibylle reported on attending the Wiesbaden15/40 Conference (Industry engagement in strategic trade controls: Recommendations for effective approaches to implementing S/RES/1540). The next regional one will be in India. The idea really is to engage industry worldwide on these issues. In a European context industry have been quite positive and now increasingly in other regions as well. 


· The next A&D cluster meeting will be our away day on January 11th, 2018. We will start at 9:00am and book for 6 hours with a lunch and coffee break included.
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