Travel information and advice – private travel

Updated recommendations from Swedish authorities from 15 June:

· Travel within Sweden is allowed for those who are free of symptoms.
· If you have been ill and plan to travel to another region get tested before.
· Travel should preferably be made with family or close acquaintances with whom you already spend time.
· No crowding is allowed in restaurants, bars and cafes.
· Avoid close contact with the elderly and people in risk groups.
· Crowds of over 50 people are still prohibited.
· Keep social distance to others at all time.
· Stay home if you are sick.

Can I go to a beach to bathe this summer?
Yes, as long as you keep the distance to others.

Can I travel abroad this summer?
Yes, you can travel abroad during the summer of 2020 but the Swedish MFA advise against until 15 July. This decision may be extended, altered or canceled. Although some relief is currently taking place, closed borders, quarantine regulations and curfews remain a reality in large parts of the world.

Is it forbidden to travel abroad anyway?
No, you are not forbidden to travel to countries with open borders, but if you do you don’t have the same right to assistance from the Swedish Embassy as you would otherwise have, and you will not have the same type of support in insurance matters.

Regardless of whether the MFA advises against travel or not, as a traveler you must make your own decisions about your trip. If the MFA advises against travel to a country or a region, that should be seen as a signal of a deteriorated security situation there.

Insurance
The spread of the virus is difficult to predict. As always, it is important to have a good insurance policy that applies throughout the trip and covers the costs of necessary care and possible return home to Sweden. Contact your insurance company and check the terms of your insurance. Many insurance companies now have special information linked to the corona virus on their websites.

Travel information from different countries
On the International Air Transport Association (IATA) website, you can find travel information from different countries but always check with the country you plan to travel to or transit through. If you have an imminent trip, you should contact your tour operator or your insurance company if you have questions about re-booking or cancellation.

Traveling to Sweden
Travel from another EU country or a country that is part of the EEA cooperation, such as Norway, or from the UK and Switzerland will not be affected. The main rule is that foreigners traveling from a country not part of the EEA will be denied entry and rejected. In the first instance, arrivals to Swedish airports and ports will be affected, as Sweden has no land border with a non-EEA country.

Exceptions to the entry ban
The following persons or groups are exempt from the entry ban:
· Swedish citizens
· Nationals of another EEA state, UK or Switzerland, or family members of an EEA citizen or citizen of the UK or Switzerland returning home
· Persons with a residence permit or right of residence in Sweden or the EEA, who will return home
· People who have a valid national visa for entry into Sweden, who will return home


I have recently been granted my Swedish residence permit and would like to move to Sweden. Am I exempt from the entry ban?
The concept of returning home involves the existence of an already established home in Sweden where you have previously stayed. So if you have not yet moved to Sweden, then by definition you have not lived in Sweden, thus you are not coming home when you come to Sweden. And thus, sadly, you are not exempt from the entry ban.



