Armament and Disarmament Cluster meeting 10 October 2017 – Minutes

Minute taker: Giovanna Maletta

Attending: Sibylle Bauer, Tarja Cronberg, Lora Saalman, Mark Bromley, Shannon Kile, Tytti Erästö, Kolja Brokmann, Alexandra Kuimova, Giovanna Maletta, Nan Tian, Aude Fleurant, Siemon Wezeman, John Hart, Stephanie Bleckner. 

Agenda
· Report back from SMT
· Report back on other recent and upcoming activities of cross-cluster relevance
· Update on on-going and future funding proposals and decisions
· AOB
· Date of next meeting


The meeting started with the introduction of a new staff member, Dr. Tytti Erästö, who joined SIPRI in October as a nuclear researcher.

Before the participants started reporting on their activities Sibylle suggested, from the next meeting, to erase from the agenda the ‘Report back from SMT’ point as the minutes of these meetings are available on the intranet. She then asked if someone had submitted session proposal for the 2018 Peace and Development forum: no proposals were submitted but there is willingness to support in the development of relevant sessions. 

Roundtable:

· Tarja

Tarja was recently in Mongolia where she attended a conversation/event, hosted by the Mongolian NGO, Blue Banner, on the situation in the Far East, with particular focus on recent developments in DPRK. The perspective of these talks was interesting as the majority of the participants were Asian, with only two Europeans and three Americans attending. Also North Koreans participants were invited but they did not attend: nonetheless, those of them who were in town were approached for informal talks. The participants, generally, expressed a positive attitude towards negotiating with DPRK and towards the brokering role the EU could play. The major conclusion, though, was that Mongolia should initiate a table due to the very good relationship it has with the stakeholders involved. Finally, she shared that she wrote a piece with Sico Van der Meer on how to make a success out of the 2020 NPT RevCon.

· Lora:

Lora just came from Madrid where she was invited on a talk on how to engage China - organised by MERICS (Mercator Institute for China Studies). The event was mainly attended by economists and the European presence was predominant. On the topic related to Chinese engagement with DPRK, the argument she made in the panel she joined as speaker was that what the North Koreans want mainly matches with what the Chinese want (including a reduced presence of the US in the region). Lora finally informed the cluster that she is working on a piece on deterrence in operations in cyber space, that she will travel in Manila in November and that she started the research work for the Carnegie grant. 

· Mark:

Mark informed the cluster that the seminar on the EXBS Project on Intangible Transfer of Technology will take place in Stockholm on 1-2 February 2018. 
From 24 to 26 October he will be in New York both for the First Committee and for a conference organized by Small Arms Survey. He is also working on a background paper, following a request from the Swedish government, on the EU Dual-use regulation revision and controls on cyber surveillance technology. 

· Shannon:

Shannon will travel to Moscow next week where he will attend a Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Conference arranged by the Centre for Energy and Security Studies. 

· Tytti:

Tytti will join the same event in Moscow together with Shannon. She has been working on a piece (a topical backgrounder piece for the SIPRI website), together with Tarja, on the different views the US and the EU on the JCPoA. Tytti is also working a piece on her own on the Iranian missile programme and how this is perceived by the EU.

· Kolja:

Kolja informed the cluster that he submitted the paper, ‘3D printing and missile technology controls’, he has been writing together with Sibylle this MTCR contribution to a compendium of publications celebrating 30 years of the regime. He offered to share the piece in case someone is interested.

· Alexandra:

Alexandra is working on the Black Sea project with Siemon. The draft paper on Bulgaria is ready and she is now starting working on the one on Georgia. Apart from that, she has been busy with her core AMEX work.

· Giovanna
Giovanna shared updates on the preparation on the EUNPC Conference. Invitations to the network has been sent, together with some addressing the speakers and other participants.

· Nan:
Nan is working on the piece on transparency on military expenditure on Sub-Saharan Africa. In addition, the work with Carnegie on visualization of the database is going forward, they will meet next week to discuss the next steps. Regarding the dissemination of these data, he will also meet with the World Economic Forum. Finally, he updated the cluster on a quotation for transferring the MILEX database on an internet platform: a request for quotations was sent to three companies, and they met with one of them based in Stockholm, Red Bridge. By December/January this phase will be likely finalized and (possibly) the platform will be released by end of 2018. On the possibility to arrange a side event with the Swedish mission to the UN in New York, he did not hear back from the Swedish MFA.

Aude:
Aude informed the cluster that Pieter is in Saudi Arabia and Oman, and he will be back next week. She will be out of the office from the 18th to 26th October. She is currently working on data collection: the arms industry one is almost completed, only South Korea data are missing but Siemon will have them by next week. 
 She then shared three UD proposals: 1) collection of disaggregated military expenditure data for European countries: 2) better military expenditure estimates by identifying off/extra budget sources of funding, following the work done by Nan and Diego on this for South America; 3) regional fact sheets for the period of 2 years the UD grant covers, following a significant number of requests for more in-depth, evidenced based analysis on situation in several regions, and sub-regions.

Siemon:
Siemon informed the cluster that Pieter is working on the Clingendael project. Siemon will travel to South Korea next week to attend a seminar arranged by KIET (Korean Institute for Industry, Economy and Trade) presenting data on arms industry.

Stephanie:
Stephanie asked for more information sharing on publications, pieces, commentaries even if done outside SIPRI. Sibylle suggested on this to share through and within the cluster mailing list, information and updates on the issue.

Sibylle:
Sibylle attended a seminar on DPRK arranged in Brussels on 25 September by la Fondation pour la Recherche Stratégique. While a number of EU member states were represented, the French presence was predominant. Neither American nor Chinese attended, a Japanese and South Korean official did. Sibylle also reported on the art. 36 Conference on behalf of Vincent and Maaike, which proved a very successful event, receiving very positive feedbacks from the participants.

She also shared updates on the third phase of the EU Non-proliferation Consortium, i.e. the new Council Decision in support of the Consortium. Following a meeting on the 26 September, with the current and future members of the Consortium (the Vienna Centre for Disarmament and Non-proliferation, VCDNP, and the International Affairs Institute, IAI), an agreement on division of activities among these partners was reached. This includes that SIPRI will assume a coordinating role and will keep its lead on the publications and the help-desk facility. PRIF will keep managing the internships and the e-learning tool. FRS will be in charge of arranging the consultative meetings and managing the Consortium website. IAI will take the lead on the ad-hoc seminars organization and will contribute by issuing the newsletter of the Consortium. The VCDNP will take over the newly introduced activities, i.e. the arrangement of a visit to Brussels for the UN Disarmament fellows; and the proliferation awareness training for natural scientists. Finally, the IISS will resume its role as organizer of the major annual Conference. The IAI expressed its interest in taking over this endeavour should IISS not be available.
This agreement was presented at the CONOP Council Group on October 3 and approved by the Member States. A silent procedure ending on the 10 October COB, followed, during which the Member States still have the opportunity to challenge this decision. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sibylle also shared updates on the UD Grants for end of year: one has been accepted while the other (on the link between NPT and Ban Treaty) needs to be submitted again in the spring as there was no time for the recipients to go through it due to demanding amount of paperwork. 
Finally, she informed the cluster that she would attend two events in Brussels during the week: one on the EU Dual-use Regulation arranged by the German Embassy; the other being an ELN seminar on Russia-NATO nuclear deterrence. She also informed the cluster that the former president of the Conference of the State Parties to the ATT, Klaus Korhonen, would like to visit SIPRI and he most likely come on the 29 November.


Next Cluster Meeting is scheduled on November 8, 9.30, in the Conference Room. 
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