Armament and Disarmament Cluster meeting 8 November 2017 – Minutes

Minute taker: Noel Kelly

Attending: Sibylle Bauer, Stephanie Bleckner, Mark Bromley, Shannon Kile, Kolja Brokmann, Giovanna Maletta, Johanna Trittenbach, Nan Tian, Aude Fleurant, Pieter Wezeman, Alexandra Kuimova, Ekaterina Klimenko 

Agenda
· Report back from SMT
· Report back on other recent and upcoming activities of cross-cluster relevance
· Update on on-going and future funding proposals and decisions
· AOB
· Date of next meeting
Roundtable:

Sibylle – 
We don’t need formal updates form SMT because details on SMT meetings are available via the SIPRI intranet, please see: 
http://intranet.sipri.org/category/docs/senior-management-team/

However, following on from SMT discussions some forward looking plans were mentioned to the cluster, including a plan to have an A&D cluster (half) away day in January. It was agreed to hold it on January 11th (a backup date would need to be 2 weeks later – Noel/Sibylle will check if cluster members not present today can make the 11th). This will be inter alia to discuss possible proposals to be put to the Wallenberg Foundation. The Wallenberg Foundation has a deadline on April 1st - so a discussion in January allows plenty of time to prepare. Sibylle will send around an email with some more details (the website and conditions). This could potentially be a big project with possible 3-5 year duration and a potential budget of 3-10 million SEK. They often fund natural science projects but they have funded social science projects in the past. We don’t need to agree on one proposal we can actually submit several and SIPRI intends to do this.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The dates for the SIPRI Peace & Development Forum are fixed for the 7-9th May 2018. 

The will be an event upcoming at SIPRI with Ambassador Klaus Korhonen (Finnish) coming on the 29th November in the morning. He was the President of the Conference of States Parties to the Arms Trade Treaty but also has a senior function in the Foreign Ministry. Invitations will go out shortly. 

Aude –
Report on AMEX core activity - the arms industry top 100 data collection is ready and preparations for the data release will soon be under way. The attention will switch onto milex data collection next week. An MOU has been signed between SIPRI and Korea Institute for Industrial Economics and Trade (KIET) to do work on ‘The Analysis of Japanese Defence Industry and Its Policy Implications’. 
It was reported that AMEX researchers are involved in finishing some UD funded projects, including: 

- Increased transparency on Nuclear Spending Modernization 
- Tracking Arms Flows to South East Asia
- Increased transparency on military expenditure in Sub-Saharan Africa

Once the drafts are ready on the topic of transparency in nuclear spending these will be shared, as there is cross cluster interest by researchers working on similar issues. 

The work on Sub-Saharan Africa is almost done and the work on tracking arms flows to South East Asia is close to being finished. 

Aude will be participating in an event (still waiting for details) on December 4th about European arms industry capturing R&D funding which was organised by Ben Hayes.

Pieter –
Currently is working on finishing a consultancy paper for Clingendael on arms transfers. Pieter will be going to a meeting (PreView Data Workshop) in Berlin from 16-17 January 2018, organised by German Federal Foreign Office again to discuss arms transfers issues. 

Shannon – 
Reported that along with Tytti and Sibylle they are working on some ideas for moving ahead with a project on assessing the future role and impact of the nuclear weapons ban treaty. 

Mark – 
Reported for DUAT. He was in NY at the UN First Committee recently (week 43) and co-organised and spoke at a side event on ATT assistance activities and links with SDGs. They have received funding from UD to produce a background paper on dual use and export control regulation and controls and surveillance systems, and this is due in two weeks. 

DUAT have delivered the first draft of YB chapter. 

Work on two projects is further on going including, the Swedish UD sponsored project looking at mapping ATT activities in East and South East Asia which is due to be completed by the end of December. A project funded by the US government on the controls of intangible technology transfers is due to be finished by end of March. 

Johanna Trittenbach was introduced to the cluster as an intern for the DUAT programme and has joined SIPRI for 4 months.

At the end of November Mark is going to Milan, for a conference about arms trafficking and more specifically, Mark will give a presentation about arms export controls and transfers of small arms to non-state actors. 

Kolja – 
Is working on much the same activity as Mark. His going to conference organised by Pacific Forum CSIS and National Chengchi University on export controls on December 5-6th in Taipei. 

Alexandra – 
Siemon and Alexandra are currently working on papers for the Black Sea project on Georgia and Romania. The Black Sea workshop programme is finalised and it will be held here in SIPRI on the 7-8th December. The title of the workshop is ‘Shifting Black Sea Security Dynamics’. 

Katja – 
Black Sea workshop – is a closed-door event but is open for SIPRI staff and A&D cluster staff is asked to let Katja know if interest in attending. Katja will send the programme around to the A&D cluster via <armament-disarmament@sipri.org>. Katja reported that the Cluster Coordinators are working together on making an events calendar in each of the clusters, and also Katja is mapping the projects within the cluster to see where potentially there is crossover and develop themes where we can apply together. The results of which will be sent around to all Director of Studies. 

Nan –
The milex transparency paper on Sub-Saharan Africa funded by UD is ready and currently with an external reviewer. This paper is due out in January 2018. For the rest of this year Nan is prioritising working on the milex data input. On the issue of the online milex database development, there are two bids form Stockholm based companies being reviewed. There is a meeting between AMEX and IT on Friday to go over these. Next week on Thursday there is a brownbag lunch with Diego Lopes presenting Oil and Debt: Venezuela’s Military Spending 1970-2013 – and Nan will be presenting on the legacy costs of Civil War and the impact on public health. 

Giovanna –
Giovanna shared updates on the preparation of the EUNPC Conference. There is a new version of the draft agenda that will be shared with participants. 

Vincent –
Next week SIPRI are launching the report titled: ‘Mapping the Development of Autonomy in Weapon Systems’. It will available online from Monday but the actual physical launch will be on Wednesday 15th November, at a side event in Geneva during the Meeting of the Group of Governmental Experts on LAWS meeting 13-17 November. 

The draft of a report resulting from the Article 36 Conference in September has been completed. Building on this, Vincent is working with Communications on a new deliverable, which is a series of films resulting from interviews taken during the Article 36 conference.  

Vincent is also working on his part of the new Carnegie project on emerging technologies and nuclear risk. Vincent is shortly going on parental leave from December 1st and is helping organise how this work will proceed. 

Noel –
The cluster was informed that the minutes from all the SIPRI clusters meetings are now being archived and made available on the intranet under docs. Also we are trying to map what is happening within the clusters, with various projects and events, and share this information on the calendar via our intranet going forward.  

Sibylle –
On 15-16 November, Sibylle will be in Geneva and attending the launch of the report ‘Mapping the Development of Autonomy in Weapon Systems’ prepared by Vincent and Maaike. Sibylle has also set up some meetings while in Geneva, including with the Chief of Research at UNIDIR John Borrie, and with Sarah Parker from the ATT Secretariat. Researchers were reminded if they want relevant issues (such as databases) raised at these meetings they should let Sibylle know. 

During week 47 (23-24 November) Sibylle will be in Wiesbaden at the annual conference on industry engagement in strategic trade controls, organised by the German Government in cooperation with the UN 1540 Committee. 

On the UD Grant – it was mentioned that while we don’t have a formal reporting obligation to the foreign ministry, we might be spontaneously contacted for briefings on how we are doing. The programmes in the cluster were asked to provide an update in bullet point form so that Sibylle has the information available if needed at short notice.

Monthly email for the SIPRI Newsletter - Noel will work with Steph at working out a routine to send information from the cluster that could be considered for inclusion in the SIPRI newsletter. 

Cluster Strategies
The over arching research question we are working towards and all the sub-points. It will be re-worked into an institute cluster strategy with the 3 cluster strategies. Sibylle will re-send what we worked on at the time to remind people but also to inform new staff who have joined since. Also we could use some time at the away half-day in January to review. 

Next Cluster Meeting is scheduled on December 6th, 9.30, in the Conference Room. 
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